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recovered from than after chloroform, and in every instance the animals have 
quickly rallied and remained well, except in one where he intentionally destroyed 
it to observe the post-mortem appearances. Having ascertained the effects upon 
animals, he inhaled it himself, and found the action not only not disagreeable, 
but perfectly agreeable in every respect. His assistant, Mr. Beaumont, has 
taken it once, and his pupil, Mr. Morham, has taken it twice, on two successive 
evenings ; both were rendered as insensible as is cither necessary or safe for the 
performance of any operation whatever, or by whatever agent induced. In 
neither was there the least irritation; in fact both begged for more before 
becoming insensible, and when rallying from this condition, and both were 
immediately well. The latter of the two, who has three times inhaled chloro¬ 
form, declares the effect of the Dutch oil, both at the time of inhaling and 
subsequently, to be far more pleasant than that of chloroform. He gave 
the Dutch oil to four gentlemen: in all it answered admirably, all had pre¬ 
viously taken chloroform, and they were unanimous in declaring the oil to bo 
more effectual, pleasant, and speedy, with less uncomfortable feelings after¬ 
wards.— Prov. Med. and Surf/. Journ., March 7. 

Last year. Prof. Simpson experimented with this same article, and was the 
first, we believe, to use it as an anesthetic, but he was not satisfied with its 
effects. 

74. Naphtha as an Ancesthetic. —Prof. Simpson has been latterly experiment¬ 
ing upon light coal tar naphtha as an anesthetic. It is as powerful as chloro¬ 
form, but not so pleasant to inhale, and its only advantage is its cheapness. 
Prof. Simpson believes that the active anesthetic constituent is benzole. 

75. Anaesthesia from the local Application of Chloroform. —Mr. Higginson 
communicated to the Liverpool Medical and Pathological Society, the case of 
a lady, aged 25 years, in labour with her first child: the perineum had long 
been on the stretch by the head, which was tumefied by the pressure: the pain 
was great with each uterine contraction, but was referred entirely to the peri¬ 
neum, no pain being apparently felt from the uterine contraction itself. 

About half a drachm of chloroform was poured upon a handkerchief in tho 
ordinary manner, but instead of being applied to the mouth, it was held in almost 
immediate contact with the perineum. The pain immediately ceased, though 
the uterine contractions continued in full force; and the first intimation the 
patient had of the progress of the labour, was hearing the child cry. Her mind 
was not at all affected, nor was intellectual consciousness in any degree dimin¬ 
ished. 

He had observed the same thing, though in a less degree, when the chloroform 
had been applied to the sacrum in another case. 

He had also applied this agent to the os uteri of a patient suffering from very 
severe dysmenorrhoea, by means of a sponge placed in a curved glass speculum, 
which was introduced into the vagina. The pain almost immediately abated, 
and on its return, after some hours, the patient re-applied it herself with similar 
benefit. 

Dr. Watson mentioned some cases confirmatory of its good effects when lo¬ 
cally applied. He had painted it over a swelled testicle, with speedy relief to 
the pain, and had applied it along the course of the spine with a similar result 
in a case of acute spinal tenderness, which had not been relieved by other treat¬ 
ment. He had also applied it to the surface of a large mammary abscess prior 
to opening it, which was afterwards done without suffering to the patient; and 
also to the vulva of a woman before cauterizing the orifice of tho urethra. It 
had relieved the cramp and collapse in a case of English cholera, when laid 
upon the epigastrium, and had abated the pain almost immediately when painted 
round the edge of a surface to which potassa fusa had been applied for the pur¬ 
pose of forming an issue.— Lond. Med. Gan., Jan. 1849. 

76. Chloroform in Midwifery. —The Westminster Medical Society has been 
occupied during its last three sittings with a discussion on the above important 
subject. Unusual interest was excited by the occasion, the Society’s rooms be¬ 
ing nightly crowded with fellows and visitors. 
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Dr. Snow, in opening the subject, said that the chief objections that had been 
made to the use of anaesthetics in midwifery were of an cl priori kind, but that 
the question ought to be decided by the result of experience. Some objections 
had arisen from the supposed necessity of inducing a deep state of insensibility, 
and he was of opinion that if it were requisite to cause the same amount of in¬ 
sensibility in midwifery, as is required in operations in which the knife is used, 
that would be a valid objection, as he considered that this state could not be 
continued for two or three hours without injury to the patient. But this amount 
of insensibility was not required in obstetric practice, unless to arrest or diminish 
strong uterine action for a few minutes to facilitate turning the child. The suf¬ 
fering attendant on labour might often be greatly relieved, or even altogether 
removed, without suspending the consciousness of the patient. Towards the 
conclusion of labour, it was usually necessary to carry the effect of the vapour 
a little farther, but even then it should not exceed the second degree, or that con¬ 
dition of the patient in which the mental functions are not altogether suspended, 
but in which there is a dreaming or wandering state of the mind, the patient, 
nevertheless, usually remaining silent if not spoken to. In labours unassisted 
by manual or instrumental aid, the auxiliary action of the respiratory and even 
the voluntary muscles, continued without interruption when the chloroform was 
well managed. He considered that a medical attendant acquainted with the ac¬ 
tion of chloroform, and the mode of applying it, might administer it with pro¬ 
priety in all cases in which the pain was either severe or protracted, whether 
they fell within the division called natural labours or not. Dr. Snow related 
two cases in illustration of the beneficial effects of chloroform. He used an ap¬ 
paratus in administering it, and gave a little at the beginning of each pain. He 
disapproved of Dr. Simpson’s plan of giving chloroform on a handkerchief, and 
more particularly of his practice of putting three or four drachms on the hand¬ 
kerchief to begin with. To show the danger of this practice, he alluded to the 
fatal cases published, and read some notes, furnished to him by Mr. Henry 
Smith, of a case in which the patient very nearly lost her life from chloroform 
given in this manner preparatory to an operation. Chloroform was of great 
service in removing rigidity of the os uteri and of the perinmum, and it had re¬ 
lieved puerperal convulsions in two cases on record. He concluded by remark¬ 
ing, that as all medical men were actuated in their views only by a desire for 
the well-being of their patients, the difference of opinion in the profession con¬ 
cerning the employment of chloroform in midwifery, ought not to be attended 
with any acrimonious feelings. 

Mr. Greenhalgh related two cases in which he had given the chloroform pre¬ 
vious to the use of the forceps. He had no doubt of the great value of the agent 
in those instances. In two cases of turning he had also employed this medicine 
with the best effect. He had used chloroform altogether in thirty or forty cases, 
and had never seen any ill effects result from it. 

Mr. I. B. Brown had employed chloroform in fifty-four cases. In all it had 
been of service. It had been objected to the use of this agent, that it caused 
the death of the child ; but in no instance had this occurred in his own practice. 

Dr. Lankester considered that we wanted some further statistical evidence 
to prove real value of chloroform in obstetric practice. 

Dr. Me^riman mentioned a case in which the pulse had fallen to forty in a 
patient who had taken chloroform in the Westminster Lying-in Hospital. 

Dr. E. Murphy spoke at great length on the subject. He proceeded to argue 
that many of the objections to chloroform had been founded, not so much on 
the real merits of the agent, as on our ignorance of its true.action. _ Doubtless, 
further experience was required by many to test its merits, but it must not 
be supposed by the opponents of this most valuable medicine, that those who 
employed it used it indiscriminately, or gave it a character to which it was not 
entitled. What, then, were the cases in which it was to be employed ? Cer¬ 
tainly not in every natural labour, if it proceeded in that tranquil manner which 
did not call for interference. In those cases, however, in which there was great 
mental excitement, arising from extreme suffering, and which interfered with 
the progress of parturition, chloroform was a great boon; for it must not be 
supposed for an instant that these were true physiological pains, for they were 
due to causes of which civilization formed the chief. It was only in savage life 
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that real labour-pains were present. He summed up the cases in which chlo¬ 
roform was advisable, as those in which it allayed excessive irritability, and 
mitigated unusual pain—in the operations of midwifery, in which it not only 
facilitated the proceedings of the obstetrician, but relieved the intensity of the 
suffering consequent upon such interference. * * * 

Dr. Heid was not an opponent to the use of chloroform in obstetric practice. 
He had, however, never advocated its employment, and his experience of late 
had tended to make him think less favourably of it than he formerly did. He 
entered at some length into three cases in which he had employed it. In the first 
instance, a lady who had always suffered severely during her first five confine¬ 
ments, in which he had attended her, but in all favourably recovered,—indeed, 
without a bad symptom,—had in her sixth confinement taken chloroform. He 
did not believe that it had at all diminished her sufferings, and from that hour 
to this, a period of three months, she had been a dreadful invalid, suffering from 
a train of nervous symptoms such as he had never witnessed, and of which Dr. 
Merriman only recollected one parallel instance in his vast practice, and that 
was the result of intense drunkenness. The chief symptoms in this case were 
most distressing sickness and headache. He believed a somewhat similar case 
had occurred to Dr. Fergusson. In other cases the chloroform had not relieved 
the pains of labour.— London Med. Gaz., Feb. 2d, 1849. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND TOXICOLOGY. 

77. Lunatic. Asylum, Nantes—Question of Insanity. —Patients are placed in the 
lunatic asylum at Nantes, either by their friends or by order of the authorities. 
The former is entitled placements volontaires, a term that docs not indicate that 
the patient has entered of his own free will, although such examples occasion¬ 
ally occur, but that his friends have placed him there on the authority of a me¬ 
dical certificate, which should indicate his mental condition, the symptoms of 
his disease, and the necessity of treating his case in an .asylum, and of keeping 
him in one. One of the persons thus admitted was a patient there for the second 
time. His insanity consisted, not in a delirium of words, but of actions; such 
as sensual appetites, a desire for continual motion, and the purchase of all sorts 
of articles without utility. M. Vcrdon, the physician to the asylum, certified 
that he was insane—that the disease affected the will and the character, rather 
than the ideas and the judgment, although the reason could not be said to be 
sound—that the insanity was characterized by a tendency to excesses of all kinds, 
to extravagant expenditure, and romantic and ridiculous eccentricities. M. 
Foville, of the Charenton, fully agreed with M. Yerdon, that the patient was a 
fit person to be admitted into the asylum ; but, notwithstanding, on the perusal 
of their certificates, and the reading of a letter written by the person, he was 
set at liberty by the authorities. Tho reporter observes on this case, that jus¬ 
tice is always unwilling to consider a man insane who can write a reasonable 
letter, and sustain a long conversation without any wandering in his ideas. 
Extraordinary actions, excesses, extravagant expenditure, and romantic and 
ridiculous eccentricities, it refers to a bad education and pernicious habits. 

The difficulty of this limitation, however, says M. Bouchet, the reporter, which 
equally exists for the disease of tho intellectual faculties, ought not to prevent 
our acknowledging this species of insanity, which, without affecting the intel¬ 
lect, acts more especially on the moral principles. Psychologists have distin¬ 
guished three distinct groups of tho faculties of the soul—sensibility, intellect, 
and the will: sensibility, which comprises the pleasures and the pains, the ap¬ 
petites, the desires, and the more or less reflective tendencies, that is, tho senti¬ 
ments ; the intellect, that is, tho ideas, the notions, the thoughts; and the will, 
which comprises the determinations and the resolutions, in a word, action. 
This latter faculty is the result of the co-operation of the other two, or of one 
of the two. Sensibility, intellect, and the will decompose in the psychological 
as in the material order, and act together, or are separated more or less com¬ 
pletely in the pathological order. In order that man may bo in the full posses¬ 
sion of reason, there must be a simultaneous action of these three faculties in 



